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As part of a two year study, UCCE looked
at potential costs and returns when
integrating sheep grazing. In our analysis,
we included a number of assumptions on
costs and management based on grower
input.  Cost savings
included less mowing, one less herbicide
application, reduced sweep and mow for
naval orange worm winter sanitation, and
less compost application. No reduced
revenue or additional revenue was
included in the calculations. 

Altogether, our budget analysis showed a
potential savings of $7 an acre, indicating that
integrating sheep grazing can have a positive
impact on the bottom line for almond
producers. This is an example of a potential
partial cost of production breakdown;
economics will vary across different
operations. Further research is expanding on
this study to evaluate the cost of production
and profit variability in regenerative almond
orchards in California.
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