
TOP GARDEN SENSE PLANTS 
 

LARGE TREES (OVER 35’) 
Pistacia chinense 'Keith Davey' - Chinese     

Pistache 
Ulmus parvifolia 'Drake' - Chinese Elm 
 
SMALL TREES (10'-25')  
Arbutus unedo - Strawberry Tree 
Cercis occidentalis - Western Redbud 
Lagerstroemia indica (named varieties) - Crape 

Myrtle 
 
TALL HEDGES/WINDBREAKS (12'+)  
Pittosporum tobira - Mock Orange 
Prunus ilicifolia - Catalina Cherry 
 
TALL SHRUBS (6'-12')  
Arctostaphylos densiflora 'Howard McMinn' - 

Howard McMinn Manzanita 
Ceanothus 'Dark Star', 'Julia Phelps' - Dark 

Star/Julia Phelps Calif. Lilac 
Heteromeles arbutifolia - Toyon 
Olea europaea 'Little Ollie' - Dwarf Fruitless Olive 
Pittosporum tobira 'Variegata (V) - Variegated 

Pittosporum 
 
MEDIUM SHRUBS (3'-6')  
Arctostaphylos 'Sunset' – Sunset Manzanita 
Ceanothus thyrisiflorus 'Skylark' - Skylark 

Ceanothus 
Loropetalum chinense 'Ever Red' (R) - Chinese 

Fringe Flower 
Rhamnus (Frangula) californica ‘Eve Case,’ 

‘Mound San Bruno - California Coffeeberry 
Westringia fruticosa 'Wynyabbie Gem' - 

Wynyabbie Gem Coast Rosemary 
 
SMALL SHRUBS (UNDER 3')  
Leucadendron salignum 'Summer Red' (R) – 

Summer Red Cone Bush 
Pittosporum tobira 'Wheeler's Dwarf' - Wheeler's 

Dwarf Pittosporum 
Pittosporum tobira 'Dwarf Variegata' (V) - Dwarf 

Variegated Pittosporum 
Ribes viburnifolium - Catalina Currant 
 

 
 

 
 

GROUNDCOVERS, SHRUBS  
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 'Point Reyes', 'Radiant' - 

Point Reyes/Radiant Manzanita 
Baccharis pilularis 'Pigeon Point' – Pigeon Point 

Coyote Bush 
Ceanothus gloriosus 'Anchor Bay' - Anchor Bay 

Ceanothus 
Correa 'Wyn's Wonder' (V) - Variegated Australian 

Fuchsia 
Myoporum parvifolium - Creeping Myoporum 
 
GROUNDCOVERS, WALKABLE  
Dymondia margaretae - Dymondia 
Thymus praecox 'Minus' - Creeping Thyme 
 
FLOWERING PERENNIALS (UNDER 2')  
Achillea millefolium 'Sonoma Coast' - White 

Yarrow 
Epilobium canum ‘Everett’s Choice’ – Everett’s 

Choice California Fuchsia 
Heuchera micrantha – Crevice Alumroot 
Salvia spathacea - Hummingbird Sage 
Sedum spathulifolium 'Cape Blanco' - Cape Blanco 

Stonecrop 
Teucrium chamaedrys - Germander 
 
FLOWERING PERENNIALS (OVER 2')  
Coreopsis spp. – Tickseed  
Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus – Sticky 

Monkeyflower 
Nepeta x faassenii 'Walker's Low' – Walker’s Low 

Catmint 
Salvia greggii - Autumn Sage 
Salvia clevelandii 'Winifred Gillman' - Cleveland 

Sage 
 
GRASS/GRASS-LIKE PLANTS (UNDER 2')  
Festuca idahoensis 'Siskiyou Blue' - Siskiyou Blue 

Idaho Fescue 
Juncus patens - California Grey Rush 
 
GRASS/GRASS-LIKE PLANTS (OVER 2')  
Lomandra longifolia 'Platinum Beauty' (V) - 

Variegated Dwarf Mat Rush 
Lomandra longifolia ‘Breeze’ – Dwarf Mat Rush 
Muhlenbergia rigens - Deer Grass 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

UCMGSC Garden Sense Core Plants September 2022

Botanical Name Common Name Full Sun Part Sun Part Shade Full Shade Size (H x W) Deer Native Habitat

LARGE TREES (OVER 35')
Arbutus 'Marina' Marina Strawberry Tree 30-50' x 30-40' R Y
Pistacia chinense 'Keith Davey' Chinese Pistache 25-30' x 25-30' R
Ulmus parvifolia 'Drake' Chinese Evergreen Elm 30-45' x 30-45'

SMALL TREES (10' - 25')
Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree 15-30' x 15-30' R Y
Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud 10-20' x 10-15' R Y Y
Lagerstroemia indica (named varieties) Crape Myrtle 20-25' x 10-15' R

TALL HEDGES/WINDBREAKS (12'+)
Pittosporum tobira Mock Orange 12-16' x 8-12'
Prunus ilicifolia Catalina Cherry 15-25' x 10-15' R Y Y

TALL SHRUBS (6' - 12')
Arctostaphylos densiflora 'Howard McMinn' Howard McMinn Manzanita 6-10' x 6-12' R Y Y
Ceanothus 'Dark Star', 'Julia Phelps' Dark Star/Julia Phelps Calif. Lilac 6-8' x 6-8' R Y Y
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon 6-10' x 6-10' R Y Y
Olea europaea 'Little Ollie' Dwarf Fruitless Olive 6-8' x 6-8' R
Pittosporum tobira 'Variegata  (V) Variegated Pittosporum 6-10' x 6-10'

MEDIUM SHRUBS (3' - 6')
Arctostaphylos 'Sunset' Sunset Manzanita 4-6' x 3-6' R Y Y
Ceanothus thyrisiflorus 'Skylark' Skylark Ceanothus 4-5' x 6-7' Y Y
Loropetalum chinense 'Ever Red' (R) Chinese Fringe Flower 5-6' x 5-6'
Rhamnus (Frangula) californica 'Eve Case,'     
'Mound San Bruno' California Coffeeberry 6-8' x 6-8' R Y Y
Westringia fruticosa 'Wynyabbie Gem' Wynyabbie Gem Coast Rosemary 4-6' x 5'8' R

SMALL SHRUB (UNDER 3')
Leucadendron salignum 'Summer Red' (R) Summer Red Cone Bush 3-4' x 3-6' R
Pittosporum tobira 'Wheeler's Dwarf' Wheeler's Dwarf Pittosporum 2-3' x 4-5'
Pittosporum tobira 'Dwarf Variegata'  (V) Dwarf Variegated Pittosporum 2-3' x 2-3'
Ribes viburnifolium Catalina Currant 2-3' x 4-6' R Y Y

GROUNDCOVERS, SHRUBS
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 'Point Reyes', 'Radiant' Pt. Reyes/Radiant Manzanita 0.5-1' x 4-6' R Y Y
Baccharis pilularis 'Pigeon Point' Pigeon Point Coyote Bush 2' x 8' R Y Y
Ceanothus gloriosus 'Anchor Bay' Anchor Bay Ceanothus 2-3' x 4-6' R Y Y
Correa 'Wyn's Wonder'  (V) Variegated Australian Fuchsia 2-3' x 4-5'
Myoporum parvifolium Creeping Myoporum 0.5-1' x 9'

GROUNDCOVERS, WALKABLE
Dymondia margaretae Dymondia 2" x 12"
Thymus praecox 'Minus' Creeping Thyme 1-3" x 10"

FLOWERING PERENNIALS (UNDER 2')
Achillea millefolium 'Sonoma Coast' White Yarrow 1' x  2' R Y Y
Epilobium canum 'Everett's Choice' California Fuchsia 1' x 4-5' R Y Y
Heuchera micrantha Crevice Alumroot 2' x 2' R Y Y
Salvia spathacea Hummingbird Sage 1-2' x 4-5' R Y Y
Sedum spathulifolium 'Cape Blanco' Cape Blanco Stonecrop 0.25' x 2' R Y Y
Teucrium chamaedrys Germander 1-2' x 2-3' R Y

FLOWERING PERENNIALS (OVER 2')
Coreopsis spp. Tickseed 2-4' x 1-2' Y
Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus Sticky Monkeyflower 4' x 5' R Y Y
Nepeta x faassenii 'Walker's Low' Walker's Low Catmint 2-3' x 2-3' R Y
Salvia greggii Autumn Sage 2-3' x 2-3' R Y
Salvia clevelandii 'Winifred Gillman' Cleveland Sage 4-5' x 4-5' R Y Y

GRASS/GRASS-LIKE PLANTS (UNDER 2')
Festuca idahoensis 'Siskiyou Blue' Siskiyou Blue Idaho Fescue 1' x 1' R  
Juncus patens California Grey Rush 1-2' x 1-2' R Y Y

GRASS/GRASS-LIKE PLANTS (OVER 2')
Lomandra longifolia 'Platinum Beauty' (V) Variegated Dwarf Mat Rush 2-3' x  2-3' R
Lomandra longifolia 'Breeze' Dwarf Mat Rush 2-3' x 2-3' R
Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass 4-5' X 4-5' R y y

(V) - Variegated foliaage
(R) - Red or burgundy foliage
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