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The statewide evaluation measures how participants change their gardening practices after attending public
education events led by UC Master Gardener volunteers. The evaluation collects data on the practices
attendees adopt or change through a follow-up survey sent two months after an event.

This cumulative report summarizes responses from events and workshops held between July 2024 and June
2025 in Contra Costa County. Attendees were only asked about topics covered in the event(s) they attended.
The statewide response rate for this reporting period is 32%.

Data was collected from 509 individuals and 68 public education events.

Demographics

Gender Age
24% 5%
Man 31-50
42%
6% 71 and olde 53%
51-70
Woman
Race & Ethnicity
80% 75%
60%
40%
20% 15%
8%
0% % & I % & 0%
American Indian .. Asian Black or African .. Hispanic or Latino Middle Eastern .. Not listed above Other White

* Race and Ethnicity categories with fewer than 5 people are grouped into "Other" to maintain confidentiality.




Percentage of public event attendees who started or improved behaviors after attending an event or workshop.

Right-Plant, Right-Place

Right-plant Right-place 64%, n=417
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Green Waste

Bin composting 60%, n=176

Using city-provided green 72%, n=172

waste bins

Using f|n|shgd compost as 64%, n=182
a soil amendment

Worm composting - 18%, n=153
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Pest Management
Following pesticide label 59% n=135

instructions

Monitoring for any of the
following: insects, weeds,
or diseases

78%, n=172

Reducing pesticide

S 65%, n=155
applications

Removing or not
introducing invasive
plants

63%, n=158
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Pollinator-Friendly Gardens

Creating nesting habitats 35%, n=240

Providing water sources

. 59%, n=258
for pollinators

Using plants that attract

0, —
and support 69%, n=263
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Water Conservation

Drip irrigation system 54%, n=242

43%, n=219

Irrigation controller

Reducing turf area 39%, n=191

Selecting low water-use
plants

63%, n=252

Sprinkler systems 39%, n=186

Using mulch 71%, n=254

Using reclaimed, gray,
or captured rain water

39%, n=220
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Food Gardening
Donating produce t0-14%, n=207
community programs

R e planttc) I 5496 n=
edible plant(s) 54%, n=269

Growing edible
plant(s)

76%, n=271

Spending More Time Outdoors

Yes 66%, N=265
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Amount of times participants have connected
with the UC Master Gardener Program in the

Amount of participants who used a UC MG
resource asfter attending an event

past year

1 time 29
2 times 47
3 times 63
4 times 65
5 times 50
6 times 37
7 times 12
8 times 12
9 times 1
10 times 23
11 or more times 54
This was my first time 29

MG Program website 256
IPM 91
MG help desk/help line 81
Other 33
The California Backyard Or.. 31
The Garden Web 25




