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What Exactly is Screwworm?
Screwworm is a fly, that during the larvae
stage, literally screw themselves into open
wounds of their hosts. The fly is metallic blue-
green, about the size of a housefly, with orange
eyes and three dark stripes on its back. The
larvae have biting mouth parts that look like a
mustache, and cause wounds to enlarge as
they feed, creating a foul-smelling discharge
of blood and tissue. 

Figure 1. Screwworm life cycle. From USDA APHIS.

Why the Sudden Concern?
Screwworm has advanced approximately 400
miles northward towards the US since
November 2024, recently detected in farms in
Oaxaca and Veracruz, Mexico, about 700 miles
from the U.S.-Mexico border.
The last time screwworm was in the United
States was in 1966 when we successfully
eradicated it. It took decades and billions of
dollars and coordination of US and Central
American countries to eradicate the
screwworm to the Darién Gap, the border
between Panama and Columbia, a
geographic divide believed to keep the flies
out of Central and North America. In 2022, the
flies started spreading north, likely due to
illegal movement of cattle, plus inspectors
being stretched thin.

What You Need to Watch For
Early detection is critical. Here's your checklist
for spotting potential screwworm:
In Your Cattle:

Irritated behavior around wounds
Head shaking or biting at wounds
The smell of decaying flesh
Enlarged, draining wounds that won't heal
Visible maggots in wounds (they position
themselves head-down)

The Adult Fly:
Greenish-blue metallic color about the size
of a housefly
Orange eyes
Three dark stripes across the back

Remember, nearly any wound is susceptible—
barbed wire cuts, dehorning sites, castration
wounds, ear tag sites, and especially navels of
newborns.
Prevention is Key:

Walk your fences and remove any sharp
objects that could cause wounds
Treat all wounds immediately with
approved insecticides
Treat umbilical cords of newborns right
away
Stay on top of tick control—they create
wounds too

Be Ready to Report: If you see anything
suspicious, don't wait. Contact:

1.Your local veterinarian immediately
2.California Department of Food and

Agriculture (CDFA)
3.USDA-APHIS Veterinary Services
4.Your local UCCE office



Got Pigs? 
In collaboration with the UC Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine and UC ANR, the
University of Minnesota is conducting a
research study to understand the pig health
and training needs of small-scale, niche,
organic, beginning, and related farmers who
raise pigs in California. The survey is
anonymous and voluntary and takes
approximately 20 minutes to complete.
Participants who complete the survey may
enter a drawing for a chance to win a $50
Amazon gift card. Responses will help inform
future training and outreach efforts.
 

Thank you! Take the survey at:
z.umn.edu/pigsurvey

The Bigger Picture
USDA has already suspended live cattle
imports from Mexico on a month-to-month
basis while monitoring the situation. They're
also investing $165 million in emergency
funding, primarily to ramp up production of
sterile flies. The sterile insect technique is how
we beat screwworm before, releasing millions
of sterilized male flies that mate with females
but produce no offspring.
The facility in Panama can produce 100 million
sterile flies per week, but experts say that's not
enough. There's a push to build a sterile fly
production facility in the U.S. as backup.

Think of it like fire season—we hope it doesn't
happen, but we keep our defensible space
clear, our equipment ready, and our
evacuation plans current. Same principle
here. Stay informed, keep wounds treated,
and keep your eyes open for suspicious flies
or non-healing wounds.
Remember, we've beaten this pest before,
and if it comes to it, we'll beat it again. The
difference this time? We know what we're
dealing with, and we've got better tools and
communication than our predecessors had
in the 1950s. More information will be coming
out. Conferences to share information with
veterinarians have been happening to
ensure people are prepared. An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

The Bottom Line
Is screwworm coming? Probably, unless we get
lucky or smart real fast. Should you panic?
Absolutely not. Should you be prepared? YES!

Celebrate the International Year of
Rangelands and Pastoralist (IYRP)
This is our year to celebrate rangelands and
you - the people who steward them.  There
will be different events over the year, with the
first being in Monterey.  Be on the lookout for
more options throughout the year.

http://z.umn.edu/pigsurvey
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