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This is our first newsletter!
You have been added to the list to receive this newsletter based on previous interactions
with South Coast REC and UC Cooperative Extension Orange County. If you do not wish
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Hello from Irvine!
Thank you for taking the time to read our very first
newsletter. As a research and extension center
(REC) and home of UC Cooperative Extension
Orange County, we are excited to share updates on
the innovative research projects and impactful
outreach and education programs that are housed at
South Coast REC.

This inaugural newsletter features some general
information about the research center and
cooperative extension as well as spotlights on some
of the seasonal produce we are harvesting, tips from
our experts, delicious recipes made from SCREC-
grown produce, and upcoming events.

South Coast REC UCCE Orange County

https://screc.ucanr.edu/
https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/
https://ceorange.ucanr.edu/
https://oc4h.ucanr.edu/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/MFPOC/
https://mgorange.ucanr.edu/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/EFNEP_OC/
https://files.constantcontact.com/adadd9dc701/03136b2f-047d-4bbb-aea4-e72656613938.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/adadd9dc701/5bdfd6d7-f905-4720-bcb2-ccccab9601b7.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/adadd9dc701/6a34c7b1-e7d3-4ee7-925d-6c7b0a209183.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/adadd9dc701/b8c84315-c5a4-41dd-b21a-0625ea3493a8.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/adadd9dc701/7a6d1ba9-ae36-435f-8b97-9540ce3c969a.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=fda23c72-a107-41e6-840f-1fc6fd6ead08


UC South Coast Research and
Extension Center (REC) sits on
nearly 200 acres of land in Irvine,
California. Since 1956, South Coast
REC has served as a research
station for projects relating to
agriculture and natural resources.
There is a rich history of research
on water resources, ornamental and
landscape plants, plant breeding,
and variety trials for crops like
strawberries, pitahaya, and
avocados. We still grow some of
these varieties today including 65
varieties of persimmons, 38
varieties of cherimoyas, and 147
varieties of citrus.

Aside from research, we also serve
as a hub for agriculture education
and outreach for the local
community. We have a strong
partnership with the Orange County
Farm Bureau and for several
decades have provided hands-on
agriculture education to the youth of
Orange County through the GROW
Program.

For more information about South
Coast REC please visit our website:
screc.ucanr.edu or reach out to us
at southcoastrec@ucanr.edu.

Orange County Farm
Bureau

We have a long-standing
partnership with the Orange
County Farm Bureau (OCFB),
whose office is also headquartered
at South Coast REC.

For several decades the Orange
County Farm Bureau has
collaborated with our community
education specialists to deliver
hands-on agriculture education
experiences to the youth of Orange
County through the GROW
Program. OCFB has also
generously supported our local 4-H
Youth Development Program.

OCFB continues to champion our

University of California Cooperative
Extension Orange County (UCCE
OC) is based at South Coast REC
and is comprised of several
research programs led by
cooperative extension (CE) advisors
and statewide programs led by
community education specialists
and staff directors. In each issue of
our newsletter we aim to feature
updates from these programs, but
first let’s get to know who we have
here in Orange County!

UCCE OC has 3 main research
programs:

Human-Wildlife Interactions
Urban Forestry
Water Resources

Several statewide programs are
also represented in Orange County:

4H Youth Development
Contact: oc4h@ucanr.edu

UC Master Food Preservers
Click here to contact

UC Master Gardeners
Contact the hotline

ucceocmghotline@ucanr.edu

Expanded Food and Nutrition
Education Program (EFNEP)

Contact: Natalie Price
nmprice@ucanr.edu or

Javier Miramontes
jfmiramontes@ucanr.edu

http://screc.ucanr.edu/Research/Past_Research/
https://screc.ucanr.edu/outreach/
http://screc.ucanr.edu
mailto:southcoastrec@ucanr.edu
https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/
https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/
https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/
https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/programs
http://ceorange.ucanr.edu/humanwildlifeinteractions/
http://ceorange.ucanr.edu/urbanforestry/
http://ceorange.ucanr.edu/waterresources/
https://oc4h.ucanr.edu/
mailto:oc4h@ucanr.edu
https://ucanr.edu/sites/MFPOC/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/MFPOC/About_Us/Contact_Us/
http://mgorange.ucanr.edu/
mailto:ucceocmghotline@ucanr.edu
https://ucanr.edu/sites/EFNEP_OC/
mailto:nmprice@ucanr.edu
mailto:jfmiramontes@ucanr.edu


research and agriculture education
efforts and for that we are so
grateful! To learn more about OCFB
please visit their website:
ocfarmbureau.org

For more information about UCCE
Orange County please visit our
website: ceorange.ucanr.edu

In the Media
Click the titles below to view recent articles and media about programs and projects at

South Coast REC and UCCE OC.

UCCE Orange County Partners
with Local Pest Management

Services and Industry to Resolve
Mouse Infestation and Highlight

Community Impact
by Saoimanu Sope

South Coast REC studies pesto
profitability for small-scale basil

growers
by Saoimanu Sope

West Coast Rodent Academy
Empowers Pest Control

Professionals with Cutting-Edge
Knowledge on Urban Rodent

Management
By Saoimanu Sope

South Coast REC program
educates, trains future ag

workforce
By Saoimanu Sope

https://www.ocfarmbureau.org/
http://ceorange.ucanr.edu
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=61436
https://ucanr.edu/News/?routeName=newsstory&postnum=61419
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=61264
https://ucanr.edu/news/?routeName=newsstory&postnum=61079


Trees vs. Invasive Shot Hole
Borers

Podcast with Fred Hoffman and CE Advisor
Beatriz Nobua-Behrmann

Retractable solar panels shade
crops and create energy

by Vicky Boyd
(Reprinted with permission from Ag

Alert/California Farm Bureau)

Seasonal Produce
At South Coast REC we grow a wide variety of fruits and vegetables. We often host u-pick
events, produce pop-up sales, and even giveaways! Over the last few months, we have
harvested persimmons, cherimoyas, guavas, and sweet potatoes.

Persimmons Cherimoyas

https://gardenbasics.net/episodes/368-trees-vs-invasive-shot-hole-borers
https://app.box.com/s/bkf56zlwhat7fplk5pq8mpvgxwvbitzy


Guavas Sweet Potatoes

Follow us on Instagram @UCSouthCoast and join our email list to receive
notifications specifically about u-picks, produce pop-ups, and giveaways!

Email Tammy at tjmajcherek@ucanr.edu

Pro Tips
Tips, tricks, and advice from our program experts

Gardening Tips from our UC Master Gardeners

Rose Tree Pruning

January is the perfect month for
rose pruning in California, as the
plants enter their dormant phase,
allowing gardeners to prepare them
for a spectacular spring bloom. This
essential gardening task not only
shapes the plants but also removes
any dead or diseased wood,
ensuring healthy growth. By
mastering the proper pruning

Fruit Tree Pruning

Fruit tree pruning is an essential
horticultural practice that significantly
impacts the health and productivity
of fruit-bearing trees. Over the years,
various techniques have been
employed, but recent research has
shed light on the most effective
methods to enhance both growth
and yield. Learn more about
understanding the optimal timing for

https://www.instagram.com/ucsouthcoast
mailto:tjmajcherek@ucanr.edu
https://mgorange.ucanr.edu/


techniques, rose lovers can cultivate
vibrant and flourishing gardens filled
with stunning flowers. Embrace this
opportunity to enhance your outdoor
space and enjoy the beauty of roses
like never before! Learn more here.

pruning, the appropriate tools to use,
and the specific techniques that can
be applied to different species of fruit
trees by clicking here.

Water Saving Tips from
Esther Lofton, our Urban

Watershed Resilience Advisor

Tip #1. Smart Irrigation Systems  
Install smart irrigation controllers that
adjust watering schedules based on
weather conditions, soil moisture,
and plant needs. This technology
ensures that water is only used when
necessary. Check out this blog
post to learn more. You can also
visit the SoCal Water Resources
webpage for more information and
to get involved. 

Nutrition Tips from EFNEP

Eating a variety of fruits, vegetables,
proteins, grains, and dairy or fortified
alternatives is important at any age.
Choose foods that are lower in
added sugar, saturated fats, and
sodium. Visit the EFNEP website for
more healthy eating tips, recipes,
and local resources or the MyPlate
website for national resources.

SCRECipes
South Coast REC-ipes: delicious dishes made with SCREC-grown produce

Roasted Sweet Potatoes
​and Cauliflower

Ingredients:
Cauliflower
Sweet Potatoes
Olive Oil
Salt
Pepper
Garlic Powder
Dried chopped basil
Dried chopped oregano

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 450F.
Wash and peel the sweet
potatoes, then slice long
ways into French fry size
pieces. Wash and cut the
cauliflower into desired size.
Toss the cut veggies in olive
oil, salt, pepper, garlic
powder, basil, and oregano.
Bake for 20-25 minutes, or
until desired texture. Enjoy!

https://ucanr.edu/sites/YCMG/files/366446.pdf
https://homeorchard.ucanr.edu/The_Big_Picture/Pruning_&_Training/
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/SoCalUrbanWaterResourcesBlog/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/urbanwatermgmt/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/EFNEP_OC/Resources/
https://www.myplate.gov/


Did you make something with produce grown at SCREC? Post it on Instagram
and tag us! @UCSouthCoast #SCRECipe

Upcoming Events

4-H Youth Development Events

Teen Meet-Up Bonfire

February 16, 2025

Bolsa Chica State Beach

Join us for Volleyball & Sand Castle
Tournaments with Bonfire & S’mores

RSVP to get event details.​

RSVP here

Vertebrate Pest Control Events

https://www.instagram.com/ucsouthcoast
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9LBBOcyX-gm9lxFHC6k3qAUPmRgPXCdcddQ9OHEzdy25d7Q/viewform


Click image to enlarge

2025 Vertebrate Pest Council
Off-Cycle Seminars

February 20, 2025
8am-3pm

340 North Escondido Boulevard
Escondido, CA 92025

Click Here For Tickets

Also in Walnut Creek February
25 and Tulare February 27.

Click image to enlarge

Click image to enlarge

West Coast Rodent Academy

March 12-14, 2025

7601 Irvine Blvd, Irvine, CA
92618

Register early to join us for this
unique urban rodent

management workshop which
includes lectures to help you

better understand rodent
ecology and integrated pest
management (IPM). Learn

about rodent disease,
monitoring, trapping, urban

rodent surveys and much more.

More information here:
https://ucanr.edu/sites/wcra/

Register Here

Forestry Events

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-vertebrate-pest-council-off-cycle-seminars-escondido-tickets-1199858712709?aff=erelexpmlt
https://ucanr.edu/sites/wcra/
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=44102


Click image to enlarge

Register today for California Tree
School 2025! Travel to Santa Cruz
or Oakhurst and explore
foundational forestry concepts with
UC ANR. This one-day, mini college
experience is for forest landowners,
natural resource organization
employees, and all forest
enthusiasts! Take four classes of
your choice on tree identification,
prescribed fire, fire history, and
more. Register for the Santa Cruz or
Oakhurst session on our
website: https://ucanr.edu/CATree
School 

Register Here

Click image to enlarge

Registration is now open for the
Forestry Institute for Teachers
(FIT) 2025 summer program! Join
fellow educators and natural
resource professionals at one of
FIT’s immersive, week-long
professional learning sessions. FIT’s
teams of credentialed instructors
and local experts weave
environmental education curricula
with unique forestry field
experiences to help you explore
forest stewardship for current and
future generations. Expect an
enriching week of outdoor learning
that will expand your perspectives
and teaching practice!

Register Here
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https://ucanr.edu/CATreeSchool
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https://www.forestryinstitute.org/
https://www.instagram.com/ucsouthcoast/
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