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Defensible Space



ZONE 0: 0-5 FEET

ZONE 1: 5-30 FEET
ZONE 2: 30-100 FEET

Defensible space is the buffer between a building and the grass,
trees, shrubs, or wildland area that surround it.



Required by law (PRC 4291) for properties in State Responsibility
Area (SRA) and Local Responsibility Areas (LRA) with Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zones (GOV 51182).



Zone 1 (0-30 feet): Remove dead vegetation, trim branches 10 ft

from chimneys, clear roofs/gutters.



Zone 2 (30-100 feet): Create horizontal and vertical spacing

between vegetation and remove ladder fuels.



Slows fire spread, protects structures, and provides safe access for
firefighters.



CAL FIRE conducts inspections and issues notice of violation if

needed.



For additional information, please visit fire.ca.gov or

ReadyForWildfire.org, or scan the QR code.
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CAL FIRE Real Estate Defensible Space
Inspection

General Requirements

e Applies to properties in High or Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ)
in:
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o State Responsibility Area (SRA)
o Local Responsibility Area (LRA)

o * CAL FIRE does not have jurisdiction

over Federal Responsibility Areas e o

o i, i
(FRA), so it does not map or perform e
inspections on those lands. — }E

e Seller must provide documentation of
compliance with:

o PRC 4291 (for SRA properties)

o Local vegetation management ordinance (for LRA or SRA with
local ordinance)

What Qualifies

e Single-family residences if:
e The property contains 1-4 dwelling units (condos)

e Located in high or very high FHSZ

e Includes mobile/manufactured homes (even in parks)




Inspection Request Responsibilities

LRA (High/Very High FHSZ)

e The seller, or the seller's agent, must request an inspection
from the local agency.

SRA (High/Very High FHSZ)

e |f a local ordinance exists, — Request an inspection from the
local agency.

e |If no local ordinance — Request inspection from CAL FIRE via:

https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace
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Defensible Space

Practical ways to protect your horme from wildfire
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Inspection Documentation
e Must be dated within 6 months of entering into a sale
agreement.

e (AL FIRE provides a Notice of Defensible Space Inspection (LE-
100a) as proof of compliance.

e Property may be re-inspected if corrections are needed before
escrow closes.



N Buyer-Seller Agreement
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e (AL FIRE aims to schedule inspections
within 10 business days of request.

Seller or agent must be present.

CAL FIRE does not charge a fee for inspections.

Zone 0

Zone 0 Regulation Summary (Draft — October 2025)
California Board of Forestry

What is Zone 0?



e The 0-5 feet area around buildings and structures (includes an
attached deck).

e Most vulnerable to ember ignition during wildfires.

e Regulation aims to protect people, homes, communities, and
firefighters.

Who Will Be Affected?

e All properties in:
o State Responsibility Areas (SRA)

o Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) in Local
Responsibility Areas (LRA)

Key Requirements (Draft Rule Language)
e Keep Zone 0 clear of leaves, needles,
and debris.

e Remove combustible items (e.g.,
firewood, mulch, flammable plants).

e (Vegetation Options Under
Consideration)

e Trees allowed if branches are:

o 5 ft. from walls/roof

o 10 ft. from chimneys



o (Local tree protections may apply)

e Fences/gates attached to structures must be non-combustible
for the first 5 feet.

e (Qutbuildings within 5 feet of the structure must be made of
non-combustible materials.

e Applies immediately to new construction and is phased in over
three years for existing homes.

e Local agencies may approve alternative compliance methods.

e Historic buildings may qualify for exemptions

Conclusion

Whether you're buying your first property or adding to your
portfolio, understanding defensible space, real estate inspection
requirements, and the upcoming Zone 0 regulations is essential.
These measures not only protect your investment but also
contribute to the community's overall wildfire resilience. CAL FIRE
is here to support you every step of the way — through education,
inspections, and guidance.
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