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California is well-known to be the nation’s largest agricultural producer and sole producer of
many specialty agricultural products. However, California’s working landscapes extend beyond
agriculture and the major agricultural production areas in the state. The state’s vast and
diverse working landscapes are key contributors to regional, statewide, and national
economies. This report analyzes the economic contributions of California’s working
landscapes, focusing on nine segments: agricultural distribution, agricultural processing,
agricultural production, agricultural support, fishing, forestry, mining, outdoor recreation, and
renewable energy. We analyze how these segments contribute to the state, regional, and
national economy in 2024 by summarizing the number of jobs they provide, total worker
earnings, total industry sales, and number of businesses.

Exhibit 1: Total California 2024 Sales for all 20 industry sectors ($7.1 Trillion)
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In 2024, California’s working landscapes accounted for nearly 6% of total industry sales in the

state, placing as 7! most important among all California sectors in terms of sales. The working
landscapes sectors supported nearly 1.5 million jobs and 75,500 businesses while generating

$404 billion in sales and providing $103 billion in worker earnings.



Exploring the Working Landscapes Data

The four agricultural segments of the working landscapes—agricultural distribution,
processing, production, and support—account for $311 billion in annual sales, create more
than 1.2 million jobs, and provide $84 billion in worker earnings. At the other end of the
spectrum, the fishing, outdoor recreation, and renewable energy segments are the smallest
of California’s working landscapes segments across all metrics. However, while these
segments are small relative to others in the state’s working landscapes, they are incredibly
important nationally. For example, in terms of sales, California’s outdoor recreation and
renewable energy industries are the most important of any state, accounting for 11% and
23% of their respective national industry sales in 2024. One theme of our analysis is that
California’s working landscapes segments all contribute substantially to the national
economy and play important roles within the state’s economic regions.
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This report does not include the economic values of Ecosystem Services

For decades, researchers and policymakers have offered frameworks and methods to
valuate “ecosystem services” to provide a more comprehensive picture of the benefits that
result from nature and the environment than what is captured in these established
economic impact models. These valuation methods are important and would drastically
increase our estimates of the value of the states’ working landscapes, however these
approaches are beyond the scope of this report and thus our estimates should be

considered lower bounds on the true economic contributions of the state’s working lands.
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