HOUSE WITH ROOTS IN THE LANDSCAPE » Majestic
olive tree inspires L.A. home remodel. D7

FIND IT » Your guide to searching, shopping and
selling an array of great things locally. D3
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The Sonoma County Master Gardeners recommended 29 tree species to the city of Santa Rosa. The list included everything from the California b

Chinese elm (Ulmus parvifolia ' Drake").
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There are some species that are long lived — and may outlast you

By MEG MCCONAHEY

heavy rains brought on by atmospheric rivers.

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

azing out your window, have you ever wondered what your

landscape will look like 50 years from now? Will your wisteria

take over your house? Will the roses you happily purchased
and lovingly tended survive another half-century to be

What became the Climate Forward Trees project was modeled after

a UC Davis project called Climate Ready Trees.

The local master gardener team used state of California climate

change projection tools (cal-adapt.org) to project the future climate

for Santa Rosa. Then, they selected a city with a current
climate that is similar to the projected climate of Santa

someone else’s heirloom roses?
There are some plants that are long lived and
may well outlive you. But it’s most likely to be

your trees that will be there to shade the land N, 2

long after you are gone. Maybe you are lucky
to have an old oak, elm or mulberry tree
providing cool cover in your yard. Aren’t
you glad someone thought to plant it or
not pull the sapling long ago?

What you plant now will matter in the
future.

Many plants that do OK in the Sono-
ma County climate now will struggle
or not survive the rise in temperatures
projected over the coming decades.
And this is critically important when
it comes to trees, given how long it
takes to grow one to maturity, and
all the environmental benefits trees
provide, including absorbing carbon
and providing oxygen.

Three years ago, with an eye to
the second half of the 21st century,
the city of Santa Rosa turned to the
Sonoma County Master Gardeners to
come up with a list of trees that will be
resilient as average temperatures warm along
the North Coast.

That list can help property owners looking to plant trees with a
good selection of species or varieties that can withstand not only
higher temperatures, but more extreme weather from droughts to

JESSICA & JASON TONEY AND MEGAN ENR%HT
FORTHE SONOMA COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

Rosa in 2050. They settled on Paso Robles,

an inland wine growing region in

north San Luis Obispo County along

= the Central Coast.

Mimi Enright, who manages the

y Master Gardener program under

the aegis of the University of
NS California Cooperative Extension,

\{ pulled together a team of volun-
k, teers highly knowledgeable about
plants to winnow the list from some
200 possibilities based on eight

important criteria.

“Considering the range of selec-
tion criteria we used, it’s a pretty
bulletproof list,” Enright said. “It

© does include options for native and
° non-natives and certainly habi-

tat-friendly trees.”

To see the consequences of poor

tree planting one need only look

around the urban inland areas of Sono-
ma County to the many redwood trees
planted decades ago when they were tiny
but have now grossly outgrown their yards.

Enright said many redwoods suffered mighti-
ly during the prolonged drought because they need
more moisture and fog, conditions found closer to the coast.
The team selected trees not only for their ability to thrive under
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FRESH CUTTINGS

SANTA ROSA

Arhor Day tree planting party

While most of the country celebrates Arbor Day in
April, California marks the day of trees around the time
of Sonoma County horticulturist Luther Burbank’s birth-
day.

Question: My husband bought a
few plants at a nursery recently. There
was a tag describing the USDA Climate
Zone. I live in Sonoma 9a, but I saw
other zones mentioned such as 9b and
10. There was also information about a
Sunset Zone. What is the difference be-
tween them and how do I understand
the tags?

Answer: For plants to thrive, un-
derstanding climate zone information
is important. USDA data provides im-
portant information for your new se-
lections. Sunset Climate Zone data is a
bit more detailed, but either approach
can help you determine what plants
will do best in your local area.

USDA zone information uses aver-
age extreme minimum temperature
data. If you live in an area that expe-
riences frost each year, this informa-
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Breaking down climate zones
to know where plants do best

tion will help you determine the best
time to plant. On the USDA webpage,
enter your ZIP code to receive current
updates about your specific area. In
November 2023 the USDA updated its
information to more accurately reflect
current weather trends. Better tech-
nology, including the use of addition-
al weather stations, has enabled it to
show a higher resolution of weather
patterns. As a result, some areas were
shifted into the next warmer half zone.
When you purchase plants, double
check the USDA website for your cur-
rent location to verify the plant tag in-
formation is correct.

The USDA chart identifies thir-
teen different climate zones, with
one being the coolest and thirteen
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Lizustrum sinanse
‘Sunzhinge’ FPI03T9

FAY MARK / PRICKETT'S NURSERY
Helpful tags like
these used by
Prickett's Nursery
give important
information about
climate zones where
a plant will thrive.






