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Current Status of 
NEW ADT Rule 
and Timeline

USDA proposed changes to 
ADT rule for cattle and bison 
published January 19th, 2024.

Comment period closed on 
April 19, 2023.

USDA has reviewed all received 
comments; final rule has been 
published, May 9th, 2024. 

New federal regulations go into 
effect November 5th, 2024.
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Changes to ADT Rules and Definitions

• Rule change would require Electronic 
Identification Devices (EIDs) in cattle and bison:

• MUST be both visually and electronically 
readable. 

• “840” tags
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Prior to the November 5th, 2024, date 
‘official’ ID could also include
 -metal NUES/silver ’brite’ tags
 -visual only “840” tags
 -Orange ‘bangs’ Brucellosis tags



Changes to ADT 
Rules and Definitions

Dairy cattle. 

All cattle, regardless of age or sex 
or current use, that are of a 
breed(s) or offspring of a breed 
used to produce milk or other 
dairy products for human 
consumption, including, but not 
limited to, Ayrshire, Brown Swiss, 
Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, Milking 
Shorthorn, and Red and Whites.
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Effects of Changes to ADT  
Federal and State 
Regulations for 
Tuberculosis
Brucellosis
Trichomonosis 

• Entry Permit 
requirements for 
California will remain in 
place for both TB, 
Bruce, and Trich 

• Check with receiving 
state Animal Health 
Officials for that state’s 
specific rules
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Why is this new rule being implemented? 

• Assurances to trade partners that potential 
disease outbreaks are traced and contained 
quickly and accurately: 

• Improved recordkeeping accuracy

• Allows for a more rapid response

• Reduce overall impact on the industry
• Reduction in number of animals/herds 

involved in disease investigation

• Reduces economic impact on owners and 
communities



Frequently Asked Questions
How do I get these new tags?
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• Official ID for cattle and bison can be 

• Ordered directly from USDA approved 
EID tag manufacturer

• Coming soon…..Obtained directly from 
your local CDFA Animal Health Branch 
District Office

• A National Premise Identification 
Number (NPIN) is required to 
obtain official EID tags

• NPINs are assigned to premises 
where your livestock are located

• Contact your local CDFA district 
office for assistance 



Example of USDA approved 
“840” EID Manufacturers

• AllFlex www.allflexUSA.com 

• Datamars www.datamars.com 

• Destron Fearing www.destronfearing.com

• Y-Tex Corporation www.Y-tex.com  
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http://www.allflexusa.com/
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http://www.y-tex.com/


Frequently Asked 
Questions
What type of ear 
tags are 
approved for use 
in cattle and 
bison IF I want to 
order my own? 
 

• Must be “840” tags from an USDA 
approved manufacturer 

• Must be of the EID type that is both 
visually and electronically readable 

• Color, size, shape is producer preference 
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Frequently Asked Questions
How much will this cost producers?
 

• EID “840” tags for cattle and bison are available while 
supplies last through local CDFA district offices (Redding, 
Modesto, Tulare, Ontario). 

• Rule Change is to type of required tag for official ID for cattle 
and bison

• 840-EID (also referred to as RFID-Radio Frequency 
Identification Device)

• The Consolidated Appropriations Act 2024 (H.R.1061) 
includes $15 million in assistance for EID ear tags in cattle 
and bison to improve ADT. 
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Frequently Asked Questions
 Which animals will be 

impacted by the 
 new rule?
 • Much of the industry will only 

need to change the type of tag 
used.

• Currently, these rules apply to: 

• all sexually intact cattle and 
bison 18 months of age or 
over

• cattle and bison of any age 
used for rodeo, recreational 
events or exhibition to 
include fairs

• and all dairy cattle of any age 
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Frequently Asked Questions
What if an animal already has an eartag? 
 

• Cattle and bison that have been tagged 
with a visual only “official” 
identification tag prior to November 
5th, 2024:

• Will not require an EID in addition 
• Producer may elect to add an EID if they 

wish

• Visual only official ID applied up 
through November 4th, 2024, and may 
include:
• NUES (National Uniform Eartagging 

System)/Silver‘brites’
• Brucellosis ‘Bangs’ orange metal tags
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Scenario #1
• Veterinarian is coming to Bruce 

vaccinate 50 replacement heifers 
on November 6th, 2024….

• Veterinarian will apply a 15-
digit EID along with tattoo

• Veterinarian will provide 
producer with a list of ID 
numbers

• Producer will maintain 
these records for a 
minimum of 5 years
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Scenario #1 
continued…

What should I do if I sell 10 
of these animals as open the 
next season? 

• Provide official ID tag 
numbers to buyer

• Update your records to 
reflect the sale

• Retain records for a 
minimum of 5 years
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Scenario #2-Dairy/Cross 
Feeders 

• Dairy/Cross Feeder cattle require official ID

Examples:

• Sending 100 1-month old Holstein feeder 
bull calves to a feedlot in-state 

• Sending 300 6-month-old dairy cross 
feeder steers to Nebraska

• Check the requirements for the receiving 
state

• State Animal Health Officials

• www.interstatelivestock.com 
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Scenario #3-Beef Feeders

• Beef Feeder cattle options:

• Sending 50 9-month-old beef feeder bull 
calves to a feedlot in-state-official ID NOT 
required  

• Sending 30 18-month-old beef heifers to 
Arizona = official ID required 

• Check the requirements for the receiving 
state

• State Animal Health Officials

• www.interstatelivestock.com 
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Interstate Livestock 



Interstate Livestock Continued..
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Interstate Livestock Continued..
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Example Data Sheet for Record Management 
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Useful Links and Contacts…..

• CDFA Redding District Office: 
1-530-225-2140
• CDFA Permit Line 1-916-900-5052

• USDA Animal Disease Traceability information: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf
• CDFA Animal Disease Traceability information: 
CDFA - AHFSS - Animal Disease Traceability (ca.gov)
• Interstate Movement information: 
http://www.interstatelivestock.com/ 

Protecting Animal Agriculture

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf#:~:text=A.%20All%20of%20the%20no-cost%20EID%20tags%20are,the%20National%20Assembly%20of%20State%20Animal%20Health%20Officials.
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf#:~:text=A.%20All%20of%20the%20no-cost%20EID%20tags%20are,the%20National%20Assembly%20of%20State%20Animal%20Health%20Officials.
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf#:~:text=A.%20All%20of%20the%20no-cost%20EID%20tags%20are,the%20National%20Assembly%20of%20State%20Animal%20Health%20Officials.
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf#:~:text=A.%20All%20of%20the%20no-cost%20EID%20tags%20are,the%20National%20Assembly%20of%20State%20Animal%20Health%20Officials.
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/traceability-faq.pdf#:~:text=A.%20All%20of%20the%20no-cost%20EID%20tags%20are,the%20National%20Assembly%20of%20State%20Animal%20Health%20Officials.
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/ID_Info.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/ID_Info.html
http://www.interstatelivestock.com/
http://www.interstatelivestock.com/


Thank you. 
Any 
Questions?
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Kelsi.Williams@cdfa.ca.gov

Contact Information:

Dr. Kelsi Williams Ed.D 

California Department of Food and Agriculture 

Animal Health Branch-Animal Disease Traceability 

Kelsi.Williams@cdfa.ca.gov

916-203-0267

mailto:Kelsi.Williams@cdfa.ca.gov
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