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This exam is intended to allow you to reflect upon the course as well as review your knowledge.
We have chosen questions based on topics covered throughout the class in the readings,
presentations and lectures. Some questions are technical, some qualitative; please answer to
the best of your ability using the materials provided. Have fun and good luck!

1. Inthe US which is the largest single part of municipal solid waste, how large is it, and
what is its recycling rate?

2. By 2014 in the US what are the 3 most common types of composting facilities?

3. What are the names of the Horizons in the soil profile? Describe them.



What are the names and sizes of the soil mineral particles?

List 5 functions of the Organic Matter in the soil profile.

What is Composting and what is Compost?

Is compost considered a fertilizer? Please explain.

What are the main groups of compost food web microbes and which are their predators
up in the soil food chain?

What are greenhouse gases and how do they relate to compost and climate change?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

What are the trophic levels in the soil food web? Name at least two organisms in each
level.

What are the inputs in a compost pile? What are the outputs?

Name 5 types of commercial composting systems.

Name 3 types of home composting systems.

What are the types of earthworms according to the soil depth they live in? Name one

species example of each.

What are the nutrient values of worm castings?

What are absolute NO-NOs as foodstock for vermicomposting at home?



17. What are the Carbon-to-Nitrogen ratios of the following feedstocks:?

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

a.

Chicken manure:
Newspaper:

Oat straw:
Cottonseed meal:

Blood:

Which should be the proper C:N ratio when starting a composting process? What is the
average end C:N ratio of finished compost?

What is a “green” and a “brown”? Give three examples of each.

What are thermophilic and mesophilic bacteria?

At which temperature range is compost considered ‘active?’

Name 3 common pieces of equipment tools needed for commercial composting? Name
3 for home backyard composting?



23. What is mulching? Give three examples of mulch.

24. What is grasscycling and why it is important?

25. What are three values of compost use?

26. What is Community Outreach? Why is it important?

27. List 5 strategies for successful adult learning.

28. Please give us the definitions of the following:
a. Anaerobic Digester
b. Co-Composting

c. Fast Composting

d. Humus
e. Landfill
f. Pathogen

g. Slow Composting

h. Windrow



29. What is Sudden Oak Death? How does composting relate to it?

30. If you could have lunch with one person and teach them about composting, who would
it be and why?
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