Stanislaus County Presentation Descriptions


Demonstration  

Teach a skill by the “show how” method.  Posters or equivalent visual aides are used to enhance the teaching process.  The posters or visual aids will include at least a title, materials, process and summary.  A team presentation is delivered by up to three speakers.  Team members should divide work and speaking parts equally.  Typical presentations range in length from three to seven minutes.  Speakers may not use notes.  Posters should provide any necessary prompting.  Judges may ask questions in this format.

Illustrated Talk 
Teaches a concept or skill that would be impractical to demonstrate in a classroom setting.   Posters or equivalent visual aids should include at least an introduction/title card, information card, and a summary card.  Models or other visual aids can be used to enhance the presentation.  A team presentation is delivered by up to three speakers.  Team members should divide work and speaking parts equally.  Typical presentations range in length from three to seven minutes.  Speakers may not use notes.  Posters should provide any necessary prompting.  Judges may ask questions in this format.

Prepared Speech
 This format requires that the speaker write and deliver his/her own speech. The speaker will persuade, inform or education the audience on a single issue or topic.  The topic is only limited by age appropriateness of the topic for the member and good taste. Advocacy of political or religious views is not appropriate.  The purpose of this category is to encourage participants to give a speech in which they seek out accurate information, organize it into a useful form and competently present the information. Prepared Speeches may only be given as an individual activity.  A speech generally lasts from two to five minutes.  No props or costumes are allowed.  No visual aide will be used by the speaker to assist with the delivery of the prepared speech.  Judges may ask questions in this format.

Interpretive Reading 
Speakers may read any published written work that is age appropriate and acceptable for use in a public school classroom.  Examples may include but are not limited to: children’s stories, poetry, essays, speeches, articles, excerpts from novels that stand alone, etc.)  Political and religious advocacy is not appropriate.  The speaker creates the characters and the setting through voice inflection and hand gestures.  The speaker is presenting the reading as a story hour, not acting it out.  This format is limited to individual participants.  No props such as title cards, costumes, note cards or materials other than the reading material should be used in the reading.  Judges may ask questions in this format.
Audio Visual (recommended for Inter/Sr. Division)
This format includes any informational or instructional programs presented with slides, videos, or digital representations.  A presentation must take advantage of the medium.  It should not be a substituted for another kind of presentation such as demonstration or illustrated talk.  Demonstrations and illustrated talks using alternatives to poster boards, such as PowerPoint, should not be entered in this category. All equipment is the responsibility of the participant. The participant is responsible for the complete production process including the layout, scripting, picture taking/taping and editing.  Judges may ask questions in this format. 

Impromptu Speech (Sr. Division only)
Impromptu speaking or extemporaneous speaking involves speeches that the speaker has written him/herself at the competition. The speaker will select a topic from 3 choices provided when checking into their room.  The speaker will be given research materials and sent to a separate area to prepare his/her speech.  From the time that the speaker is given the topic, he/she will have thirty minutes to prepare a speech.  The maximum speaking time is five minutes.  The speaker may use a single research note card during the delivery of the impromptu speech, the card will be provided along with the research information.  Only one side of the index card may be used. There will be no questions during this category. The entire category involves the unrehearsed delivery of information and ideas.
Share the Fun
Groups perform acts such as skits and other presentations that focus on health, safety, community pride, recreation, citizenship, or other 4-H project or activity.  A participant should introduce the activity and its purpose.  Notes may not be used. Costumes, props, decorations and other visual aids are encouraged in this category. No title card is necessary.  Presentations are not to exceed 15 minutes in length, not including set up and tear down). The sound and visual parts of the presentation should be understandable by the audience. Share the fun presentation may but are not required to include audience participation.  Participants must provide and set up any needed audio visual equipment.  Judges may not ask questions.

Educational Display

An educational display is an organized visual presentation of a program or a concept. A display should be designed to convey its message in a limited amount of time. Educational displays do not include science fair exhibits, other depictions of processes, project exhibits or collections.

Educational Displays may exhibit one of the following display formats:

Card Table Display (approximately 30" x 30") This format will feature a tri-fold poster board that includes a title, the member’s name and 4-H affiliation, and a depiction of the program or concept. The table may be used as part of the display.

Panel Display (approximately 4’ x 4’) The panel is presented vertically on an easel. The display will include, as a minimum, a title, the member’s name and 4-H affiliation, and a depiction of the program or concept.

Speakers are expected to introduce the educational display with a prepared oral presentation including the title, information about how the speaker belongs to 4-H, how the display is relevant to his/her 4-H experience, and an overview of the display.

Topics that the speaker may want to include in the overview: the intended audience for the display; what ideas that the presenter hopes the viewer will learn from the display; and where the display may be used. The speaker should not read the display to the judges and not repeat the steps presented in the display.

This is a public speaking contest so the speaker should use the time wisely and support the visual presentation. Once the speaker completes the oral presentation he/she will have a dialog with the judges about the display.

Speakers may not use notes during the presentation of the display to the judges. The display should provide any necessary prompting.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Divisions
Junior:
  4th – 5th grade

Intermediate:
6th – 7th – 8th grade

Senior: 
9th – 12th grade along with previous years graduates

Multiple Presentations

Members may give up to two presentations but they must be in different categories.
Time Line
January – Create your presentation
February – Practice, Practice, Practice

March – Attend County Presentation Day

April – Attend Regional Presentation Day (if eligible)

May – Attend State Presentation Day (if eligible)

December 2008


